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TAGS: FAO, OCON, PN 

SUBJECT: U.S. PARTICIPATION IN FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCES 
REF: STATE 275679 

1 . WE HAVE HAD SEVERAL DISCUSSIONS WITH PEDRO BRIN MARTINEZ, 
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, CONFERENCES 
AND TREATIES, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS, CONCERNING GOP 
INTENTIONS IN FAO COUNCIL. AFTER SEVERAL NONCOMMIT AL RESPONSES 
TO THE EFFECT THAT GOP POSITION WAS STILL UNDER CONSIDERATION, 
BRIN INFORMED US TODAY THAT PANAMA S POSITION ON THE CONTINUED 
PARTICIPATION OF THE UNITED STATES IN THE FAO REGIONAL CON- 
FERENCE FOR LATIN AMERICA WILL REFLECT THE MAJORITY OPINION 
OF LATIN AMERICAN NATIONS. WE INTERPRET THIS TO MEAN THAT, 

AS WITH OTHER REGIONAL ISSUES NOT DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE 
CANAL NEGOTIATIONS, PANAMA WILL PURSUE A COURSE THAT WILL NOT 
DAMAGE ITS REGIONAL SUPPORT ON THE CANAL ISSUE. THEREFORE, 

IT IS UNLIKELY THAT PANAMA WOULD ATTEMPT TO PRESS FORWARD 
WITH ACTION DESIGNED TO RESTRICT U.S. PARTICIPATION. 
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2. PANAMA’S PARTICIPANT AT THE FAO COUNCIL WILL BE PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVE SENORA MIRLA PANIZA DE BELLAVITA. 

JORDEN 
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